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KEEPING VIRGINIA 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 
REQUIRES 
TRANSPORTATION 
REFORMS

BY GOVERNOR TIM KAINE

Our growing transportation 
dilemma is affecting the lives of 
every Virginian. It threatens both 
our way of life and our ability to 
make a living. Good roads and 
reliable mass transit options are 
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needed to keep our families safe, 
get them to and from work and 
school, and out of congestion.
 The fate of our businesses 
also depends on a reliable, 
congestion-free transportation 
system. That includes farmers 
taking their products to market, 
new companies locating in 
Virginia and factories distributing 
their goods.
 As I said in my January 
address to the General Assembly, 
I believe seeking solutions to our 
transportation challenge is the 
most urgent issue we face.
 Over the last year, I saw 
first hand how transportation 
problems are saddling Virginia 
companies. And business 
owners made sure to drive the 
point home during the series of 
transportation town hall meetings 
I held during my transition 
period. In Fairfax County, small 
business owner David Parshall 
told me about the prospective 

later, Governor Warner also 
announced that Northrop 
Grumman chose Russell 
County as the site for their 
$22.8 million backup data center 
and 433 high-tech jobs,
www.russellcountyva.org/.
 Considering these 
announcements will transform 
the region’s economy, Former 
Virginia Secretary of Commerce 

and Trade Michael J. Schewel 
assembled a task team to 
coordinate the region’s efforts. 
DBA Workforce Services Project 
Manager Shannon Blevins 
has been working closely with 
regional and local economic 
developers, business and 
community leaders as well as 
the colleges and universities to 

WINTER 06

THIS ISSUE:

Business Appreciation Week

DBA Coordinates Southwest

 IT Projects

From Governor Kaine

ED Corner

Health Insurance Guides

PARTNERING Corner

Ask VBIC

Calendar

New DBA Team Members

employee who took a job with 
less pay in another state to 
avoid contending with traffic 
in the metro Washington, D.C. 
area. In Martinsville, Richard 
Eanes explained to me how the 
crumbling infrastructure is a threat 
to his community and is causing 
the trucking company he owns to 
lose business.
 There is a cost to Virginians 
for doing nothing this year to 
fix our transportation system. 
Without action, important 
transportation projects will suffer, 
and soon we won’t have any 
state dollars available for new 
construction projects. Inaction 
would also damage the ability of 
Virginia businesses to compete 
on the national and international 
scale.
 I believe we need to reform 
Virginia’s transportation system. 
The state needs to be more 
accountable, ensuring that 

DBA COORDINATING 
SUCCESS OF SOUTHWEST 
IT PROJECTS
 DBA is coordinating task 
teams comprised of state and 
local business leaders to address 
issues vital to the success of new 
information technology projects in 
Russell County.
 Former Governor Mark R. 
Warner announced in October 
that CGI-AMS Inc., the wholly-
owned U.S. operating subsidiary 
of CGI Group Inc. (NYSE: 
GIB, TSX: GIB.SV.A), would 
invest $6 million to open a 
software development and 
systems integration facility 
in Russell County’s Russell 
Regional Business Technology 
Park – with plans to create 300 
new jobs within 30 months. 
www.yesvirginia.org/About_Us/
NewsArticle.aspx?newsid=745.
 He called it “the best 
announcement in a decade 
for Russell County” in terms of 
salaries and number of jobs.
 Less than a month 
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ensure the region will be able to 
support the new projects. These 
task team members will work 
directly with Northrop Grumman 
and CGI-AMS to address issues 
that may threaten the success 
of their operations. They have 
identified several areas that 
require coordinated efforts – 
including workforce development, 
infrastructure, public and higher 
education and communications 
strategies.   

 Specifically, the region’s 
colleges and universities are 
reviewing the curriculum of 
their IT programs to ensure 
they align with the particular 
job skills required by these 

firms. In addition, an effort is 
underway to attract individuals 
back to Southwest Virginia who 
relocated closer to metropolitan 
areas to find IT work. CGI-AMS 

WWW.DBA.VIRGINIA.GOV
www.russellcountyva.org/
www.yesvirginia.org/About_Us/NewsArticle.aspx?newsid=745
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 DBA’S BUSINESS 

ASSISTANCE RESPONSE 

TEAM (BART) works closely 

with local government and 

business leaders to coordinate 

workshops designed to assist 

entrepreneurs and businesses 

with local, regional, state and 

federal resources. Exhibitors 

typically include banks and credit 

providers, workforce recruitment 

and training program providers, 

as well as business advisory and 

assistance providers.

 The next BART event will take 

place in Page County on March 

23rd. For more information, 

visit www.dba.virginia.gov. 

transportation dollars are used 
for nothing else. We need to 
change the way we do business, 
better connecting land-use and 
transportation planning. And 
we need to ensure that we have 
stable, reliable, long-term funding 
sources for transportation.
 That’s why I have introduced 
a responsible transportation 
funding plan based on user 
fees so that those who use our 
transportation network are the 
same people who pay for it.
 I am calling for a responsible 
investment in transportation 
that makes smart, accountable 
choices about how to spend the 
money and doesn’t take funds 
away from our schools, nursing 
homes, public safety officers or 
our natural resources.
 My plan includes a modest 
increases in user-related fees: 
most drivers will see only an 
$18 increase in their annual 
insurance premiums and less than 
an $18 increase in their annual 
registration fees; most new car 
owners will pay only $4-10 more 
per month on their car loans; and 
drunken and reckless drivers will 
pay increased fees for abusive 
driving.

and Northrup Grumman will 
now provide that employment 
opportunity in the southwest.
 Founded in 1976, CGI-
AMS, Inc. is among the largest 
independent information 
technology and business process 
services firms in North America 
– with the capability to serve 
the needs of businesses and 
governments of all sizes. CGI and 
its affiliated companies employ 
nearly 25,000 professionals 
and have more than 100 offices 
serving clients in 19 countries. 
The company provides end-to-
end IT services through a flexible 
and cost efficient delivery model 
that combines on-site and off-site 
operations. 
 Northrop Grumman 
Information Technology, based 
in Herndon, Va., is a provider 
of advanced IT solutions, 
engineering and business services 
for government and commercial 
clients. The company's expertise 
spans such areas as information 
systems integration; information 
technology security; command, 
control, communications, 
computers, intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance 
(C4ISR); homeland security; 
enterprise hardware and software 

solutions; training and simulation; 
base and range support; signals 
intelligence; health informatics; 
space systems; and specialized 
scientific, engineering and 
technical services.

HEALTH INSURANCE 
GUIDES AVAILABLE FOR 
SMALL BUSINESSES
A Guide to Health Insurance 
Options for Small Businesses 
in Virginia can be accessed by 
visiting www.InsureMoreVirginians.
org/SmallBusinessGuide/.  
 The Guide is designed to 
assist small business employers 
in making decisions about 
healthcare coverage for 
themselves and their employees. 
There is also information about 
the availability of coverage in 
different regions of Virginia 
as well as traditional health 
insurance alternatives such 
as health savings accounts 
(HSA) – which have added tax 
advantages.
 Funding for the Guide was 
provided by the U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Services, 
Heath Resources and Service 
Administration’s (HRSA) State 
Planning Grants Program (OHPP)  
in partnership with the Virginia 
Department of Health, Office 
of Health Policy and Planning.  
The Guide was prepared by the 
Healthcare Leadership Council 
as a supplement to its Mainstreet 
Initiative. The Mainstreet Initiative 
project, originally piloted in 
Northern Virginia, was funded 
by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation.   
 The HRSA State Planning 
Grants Program has awarded the 
OHPP with three rounds of grant 
funding for a total of just under 
$1.18 million to collect data, 
conduct research, and develop 
plans to provide greater access 
to affordable health insurance 
coverage for uninsured Virginians. 
 With respect to Virginia’s 
small businesses, their research 
has determined that individuals 
working in small companies are 
twice as likely to be uninsured as 
individuals working in companies 
with more than 50 employees. 
Most employers believe providing 

 This is a small price to 
pay for a plan that will increase 
funding for our local highway 
construction projects by 90% and 
double our investment in mass 
transit.
 I applaud the leadership of 
the state Senate, who are offering 
up their own transportation 
solution plan and I agree with 
the Republican Chairman of the 
House Transportation Committee 
who says we need to invest an 
additional billion dollars a year in 
our system.
 But we must do it 
responsibly. It would be a mistake 
to violate the bipartisan budget 
agreement made two years ago 
and strip away the investments 
we’ve made in public schools, 
public safety and health care.
 Our transportation needs 
are great, and the cost of doing 
nothing is severe, and we must 
not sacrifice our schools, our 
police agencies or our health 
care system.
 I look forward to working 
with you, and all Virginians, as we 
look to solve this growing threat 
to Virginia’s reputation for being 
open for business.

GOVERNOR KAINE

DBA COORDINATES IT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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 DBA OFTEN REFERS BUSINESSES WITHIN VIRGINIA’S 

tourism industry to the Virginia Tourism Corporation for support. 

To keep up with events and industry news, sign up for the Tourism 

Dashboard, VTC’s monthly e-newsletter, by visiting www.vatc.org. 

The VTC also assists businesses by offering affordable cooperative 

advertising plans designed to assist tourism businesses attract new 

visitors.

A S K  V B I C

Frequently asked questions from the 
Virginia Business Information Center

What is an operating agreement?  An operating 
agreement is the written document that describes how an LLC 
is structured and managed. It is maintained at the business 
location, not filed with the State Corporation Commission or any 
other government entity.

I am a sole member LLC. Do I need an operating 
agreement?  Yes. One reason for establishing an LLC is to 
limit the owner’s personal liability.  Since a one member LLC can 
often look like a sole proprietorship, where there is no limited 
liability, an operating agreement will help differentiate an LLC 
from a sole proprietorship. Courts are more likely to respect 
limited liability when an operating agreement is present.

Where can I learn more about operating 
agreements?  A business attorney can help a business draft 
an operating agreement suited for the specific nature of the 
business and the laws of Virginia. There are also many operating 
agreement software packages or “kits” available online or 
in stores. This website offers a good summary of operating 
agreement basics: www.nolo.com/article.cfm/ObjectID/
EA88ECFE-C38F-4DF8-BA6551FCBE64DCA0/catID/
BAAE1B67-F54A-41B4-91943A51F56C3F79/111/182/245/
ART/ 

VIRGINIA BUSINESS INFORMATION CENTER 

(804) 371-0438 OR (866) 248-8814 toll free
vbic@dba.virginia.gov

health insurance is a sound 
business decision, but cost and 
the ability to properly research 
coverage options are concerns.
 For more information about 
the Virginia State Planning Grant, 
visit www.insuremorevirginians.
org.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
SEMINAR

DBA will host “Solving 
Economic Development 
Workforce Challenges” on 
Wednesday, March 29th, 2006 

CALENDAR

MARCH 29, 2006 

VA Economic Development Seminar

”Solving Economic Development Workforce 

Challenges”  RICHMOND

APRIL 25, 2006 

Roanoke Business & Tech Expo ROANOKE

APRIL 27, 2006 

Virginia Chamber Fantastic 50 Awards  

  CHANTILLY

MAY 30 - JUNE 2, 2006 

DOLI - VOSH Conference ARLINGTON

Visit www.dba.virginia.gov for more details 

and other events.

at the Richmond Marriott West.  
This half-day seminar will feature 
the Commonwealth’s Secretary 
of Commerce and Trade, The 
Honorable Patrick O. Gottschalk 
as the luncheon speaker and 
two morning panels that will 
explore best practices and staffing 
solutions from the economic 
development and community 
perspectives. 
A pre-event reception is being 
held on Wednesday, March 
28th at the Richmond Marriott 
West sponsored by Froehling & 
Robertson, Inc. and Region 2000.  
Please visit www.dba.virginia.
gov/events/seminars.asp for 
more information. 

DBA WELCOMES 
NEW TEAM MEMBERS
VICKI HUMPHREYS joins DBA 
as a Financial Data Manager 

and implement marketing and 
training programs.

DBA also named KATHRYN 
L. DOLAN as Procurement 
Assistance and Business Services 
Manager for the agency’s Existing 
Business Services division. She 
will be responsible for providing 
assistance to businesses involved 
in the state’s procurement process 
as well as outreach to Virginia’s 
multicultural entrepreneurs 
– specifically those with limited 
English proficiency (LEP). She 
comes to DBA with more than 
19 years of service with the 
Commonwealth in the workforce 
system – serving Virginia 
businesses with their labor force 
needs.  She also has considerable 
experience working with small 
businesses and with Virginia’s 
Apprenticeship Program.

for the agency’s Workforce 
Services Jobs Investment Program 
division, where she will be 
responsible for financial analysis 
and database management. 
Prior to DBA, Humphreys was the 
Business Manager for Virginia 
Commonwealth University’s 
School of Medicine.  Humphreys 
also held the position of Associate 
Director of the Small Business 
Development Center Network at 
DBA from 1999 to 2002.  

The Workforce Services division 
also announced Project Manager 
STEPHANIE TAYLOR, who joins 
DBA’s Abingdon office. Prior to 
DBA, Taylor was a Consultant/
Trainer with Presthom Consulting 
in Lebanon where she worked 
with business, industry and non-
profits to facilitate teambuilding 
and communication workshops, 

HEALTH INSURANCE GUIDES
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